
As we kick off the Fall of 2011, we enter a stage of 

many changes. Faced with as many challenges as 

opportunities, we look forward to the future as we 

look back on past successes. 

 

Steve Sanchez, our previous project manager, is no 

longer with us as he has moved on to bigger and 

better duties. He is now the Pike-San Isabel National 

Forest Manager for Soils and Hydrology in Pueblo, Colo-

rado. 

 

In his place, Laura Archuleta of the Fish and Wildlife 

Service will be taking over. As the Environmental Con-

taminants Specialist, she works throughout the state, 

with numerous partners, on various projects including 

abandoned mine land reclamation, water quality issues, 

habitat and watershed restoration, hazardous materials 

spill response, and pesticide contamination. 

 

Her hobbies/interests include raising Nigerian Dwarf 

dairy goats, hiking, hunting, fishing, camping, photog-

raphy. She graduated in 1996 with a BS in Wildlife Biolo-

gy, Cum Laude, from Colorado State University. 
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The colors of fall on the banks of the 

Rio Grande near Del Norte 

NEWS 
The Bonanza Stakeholders Group was recently 

awarded the !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ &ÉÓÈÅÒÉÅÓ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ 
Ȱ7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ $ÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ΤΡΣΣ !×ÁÒÄ ÏÆ %ØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ 

2ÉÐÁÒÉÁÎ -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȱȦ 



Southwest Conservation Corps 
@ Superior Mill 

 

Our contractor at Superior Mill recently finished his 

end of the bargain and did a good job too! However, 

just because the big machines left did not mean the 

job was done. For that, we employed the assistance 

of the Southwest Conservation Corps, with whom we 

have worked earlier to great success. This time, they 

sent us eight volunteers from all over the country 

who worked hard to put best practices in erosion con-

trol measures in place. It only took them only two 

days, and thanks to their dedicated efforts, our 

ground work at Superior Mill is done! 

 

Saguache Museum On Tour 

 

More recently, a group from the Saguache Museum 

expressed their interest in the project and in the Bo-

nanza Mining District in general. They were as curious 

as kids in a candy store when taken to the Rawley 

Mines, and expressed their gratitude at seeing all of 

the work that is being done on Kerber Creek. 

Volunteering & Education 
Initiatives 

Eight very dedicated SCC volunteers! 

Eighteen very enthusiastic history aficionados! 



AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) 

Aarón Mohammadi comes to the San Luis Valley from 

the San Joaquin Valley in Southern California. He re-

cently graduated from the University of Arizona with 

a M.S. in Urban and Environmental Planning, and re-

ceived his B.S. from the University of California, San 

Diego in Ecology, Behavior, and Evolution. He has a 

working background in environmental education, con-

ducting presentations and tours, and event planning 

and coordination. 

 

Aarón will be working on the project until July of 2012 

and is very much looking forward to helping build ca-

pacity for the project. 

4ÒÏÕÔ 5ÎÌÉÍÉÔÅÄȭÓ Jason Willis hails from Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania. He has a masters degree in Environmen-

tal Engineering from the University of Pittsburgh and 

received his B.S. in Plastics Engineering Technology 

from Penn State Behrend. He has been working in the 

engineering field for four years in the areas of civil, 

structural, environmental, and plastics. His interests 

outside of work include riding and racing his mountain 

bike and BMX bike, skiing, climbing, hiking, photog-

raphy, basketball, and most anything outdoors. 

 

Jason will be working on the project until the end of 

2011 and will be providing construction oversight, 

along with engineering analysis for past and present 

water quality data within the watershed.  

Introducing: 
Aarón & Jason 



CALL FOR STORIES! 

Please share your stories about the project, life on the creek, and anything else 

ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȢ "Ù ÄÏÉÎÇ ÓÏȟ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ×ÅȭÖÅ 

had on stakeholders, which will allow us to describe our project to potential part-
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Please send all of your questions or 

comments to: 


